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Education
Dear Friends, 
The very first PAL chapter was founded in 1914 in New 
York City. There are currently over 400 PAL chapters 
helping kids all across the nation. At JaxPAL, we 
are excited to be a part of this storied tradition and 
tremendously proud to celebrate our 45th anniversary 
serving the youth of our community!

I’m convinced—although I may be a little biased—
that the Police Athletic League is one of the best 
crime prevention tools for law enforcement agencies. 
Education, prevention, and intervention are key 
elements to helping a young person succeed. I know 
from personal experience just how transformational 
PAL can be in a child’s life, because I am a PAL kid. 

Back in the early 90’s, when I was a 15-year-old mother 
burdened with life challenges that were beyond the 
scope of the average teenager, I decided to join the 
JaxPAL basketball program. The rest, as they say, is 
history. As a part of the JaxPAL basketball team, I found 
the education, prevention, and intervention that helped 
me to become the successful woman that I am today.

The guiding purpose of JaxPAL has always been—and 
will always be—to foster positive relationships    between 
law enforcement officers and the children in our 

community. While the purpose has remained the same 
over the years, our strategies to achieve that purpose 
have adapted to the changing needs of the children 
in our community.  What started out as engaging 
kids through sports has evolved over the years into a 
focus on providing a solid educational foundation! Our 
athletic program is now one of many such initiatives 
that serve to support, empower, and encourage the 
children in our community. We are proud to say that 
our JaxPAL education, teen leadership, athletic, and 
outreach programs are creating positive pathways for 
more than 4,700 kids each year!

We at JaxPAL are committed to continuing to be 
innovative, creative, and impactful as we work to 
achieve our mission of enriching the lives of children. 
We will always strive to ensure that every child who is 
part of the fabric of JaxPAL is a leader for life!

Gratefully,

Lt. Lakesha Burton
Executive Director 



We are working to bridge the achievement gap 
by providing our students with the highest 
quality educational support. Our afterschool 
and summer camp programs utilize STEAM-
based activities designed to support academic 
achievement. Our holistic approach to student 
success also includes mentorship, homework 
assistance, recreational activities, nutrition, and 
mental health counseling.  

Education Teen LeadershipAthletics Outreach
Participating in sports provides many benefits 
to youth, including: increased self-esteem, 
developed social skills, and improved health 
and productivity. JaxPAL’s youth sports teach 
our athletes the value of teamwork, dedication, 
and hard work, providing them with skills 
necessary to build a bright, successful future.  
We offer basketball, tackle and flag football, 
boxing, track and field, and cheerleading. 

Today’s teens are tomorrow’s leaders; their 
success is our success. Our teen leadership 
program is dedicated to ensuring that our 
teens have the professional skills needed 
to become successful leaders. Our teens 
participate in community service projects, 
attend leadership workshops, and organize 
their own meetings, all with the support and 
guidance of JSO officers as mentors. 

Unfortunately, we cannot fit all of the youth 
who need us into the walls of our five sites. 
That’s why we have developed an outreach 
program that brings our mission and resources 
out into the community. Our MobilePAL, DNA 
Unique, Friday Night Live, and Lunch with a 
PAL initiatives bring officers and youth in our 
community together for positive interactions 
and constructive dialogue. 

98%
students promoted to the 

next grade level

87%
students maintained or increased 

their knowledge in math

students maintained or increased 
their knowledge in reading

88%

2,350+
youth participated in sports 

leagues and camps

148
total number of 

volunteers

2,484
hours donated by 

volunteers

100%
teens promoted to the 

next grade level

seniors graduated and went on 
to college or trade school

100%

291
hours of hands-on 

job experience

1,419
youth engaged through 

MobilePAL

girls and boys empowered at DNA 
Unique and Friday Night Live

300

teens engaged through open 
conversations during Lunch with a PAL

65



Financials

Our Mission
To enrich the lives of children by creating positive relationships between law enforcement officers 

and the youth of our community through education, athletic and leadership programs.

children served annually through 
our education, athletic, leadership 

and outreach programs

hours of positive engagement 
between police officers and 

JaxPAL youth in 2016

years JaxPAL has been helping 
youth become educated, safe, 

healthy, and productive citizens

Organization Overview

For Every Dollar Spent:

81¢
goes to 

programs
goes to admin 

& facilities
goes to 

fundraising

Community Support* | 63%

City Grants | 27%

Program Income | 10%

Revenue

Programs | 81%

Admin & Facilities | 11%

Fundraising | 8%

Expenses

11¢ 8¢

gift-in-kind & 
JSO salaries** 

contributions

events foundations &
corporations

68% 16% 8% 8%

*Community Support Breakdown:

**As part of the Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office (JSO) crime prevention approach, JSO covers 
the cost of sworn officers and civilian personnel assigned to JaxPAL.

45

Our Unique Approach
JaxPAL is unique among youth development programs because we work to build respect, trust and 

friendship between police officers and the children who need them the most. Our early intervention 
programs are located in some of our city’s toughest neighborhoods, where kids face a daily struggle 

against crime, drugs, and gangs. We provide these children and their families with the hope for a 
better future, and the support and tools needed to achieve it. 

4,700+ 5,659



Police Athletic League of Jacksonville, Inc. (JaxPAL) is a 501(c)(3) youth-serving organization. 
JaxPAL has a strong collaborative partnership with the Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office.

PO BOX 351060, Jacksonville, FL 32235 | (904) 854-6555 (office) | (904) 854-6560 (fax)

GET INVOLVED
Be a PAL

LIKE
SHARE
COMMENT
facebook.com/jaxpal

DO YOU FOLLOW US?
twitter.com/jax_pal

LET’S CONNECT

SEE THE COMPLETE
PICTURE

linkedin.com/company/jaxpal

instagram.com/jax_pal

DONATE

BECOME A PARTNER

SIGN UP 
FOR OUR 
E-NEWS

VOLUNTEER

JOIN US AT 
AN EVENT

www.jaxpal.com
PAL Today... Leader for Life
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